Effect of cisplatin on primary tumour growth and liver metastases in the M 5076 reticulum sarcoma: implication for new screening modalities.
We investigated the effect of cisplatin given at different treatment intervals on growth of the s.c.-implanted M 5076 reticulum sarcoma and the number of liver metastases at the end of the experiment (day 24). The later the treatment was started, the smaller was the tumour-inhibiting effect of cisplatin on primary tumour growth. Initiation of cisplatin treatment before day 14 after tumour implantation inhibited liver metastases completely. Treatment starting from day 14 or later did not influence the number of liver metastases. With regard to the clinical situation, the data imply that in the search for new leads in anticancer compounds, experimental conditions should concentrate on the inhibition of metastatic tumour growth.